operations, but also by the special necessity for avoidance of rigidity, cough, or vomiting, which are not only inconvenient to the operator, but also dangerous to the patient. It must not be forgotten that operations on the abdominal organs are often prolonged, and that reflex disturbances, sometimes of a serious nature, are prone to occur during the handling of its contents. On the general considerations which should influence the choice of an anaesthetic. it is not proposed to dwell here in detail, but as regards infants and children some protest may be entered against a too common belief that even weakly ones can take chloroform with impunity.
The young have no special immunity, although in consequence of the absence of degenerative changes they may be more easily rescued than adults from perilous conditions. In debilitated subjects, ether 
